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THE FLUID FROM HER BUT SHE’S ONLY 
SPINE TELLS US SHE / FOUR. / 
HAS MENINGITIS. HER 

BRAIN MIGHT SWELL— 
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HEAR А ВЕЕР." I'LL TRY THAT... 


the boot! hear a beep! A 
RAAY YOE HANN WAH ООО 
EER AAH BEEP! 
HUH? ОН! MAYBE НЕ SAID 
“RAISE YOUR HAND WHEN YOU 


TALLER THAN 
ME IN THIS 


ТҮЙЕ 


| Emma and | ha 
BOY! EMMA 
SURE IS A LOT | 


Ан ZEDD, 
АН THIG 
УОО LOO 


HEY! | DIDN'T KNOW YOU'D 


EF. 
STILL BE ABLE TO TALK! 


YOU SOUND A LITTLE ALA 
FUNNY, THOUGH... 
МА te 
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At the end of summer, it’s time to start ndenann I now have definite proof that 
Emma and I аге cifrada: she aem one one AA 


I don't know where Emma goes, but I take а terrifying bus ride holding the hand of a 
mysterious woman with a serious afro. 
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The bus stops in front of what I think is my new si 


1 JUST KNOW 
EVERYONE 15 
LOOKING AT ME! 


SHE'S GOT 


CORDS STICKING 
OUT OF HER 
EARS, TOO! 
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But Dorn also tries to teach us how to lip-read. She says that lip-reading is watching 
people's mouths move when they talk, so ше can understand them better. 


UNDERSTANDING 


But this gets tricky, because many words sound similar and people's lips look the 
same when they are saying them: 


Dorn explains how we're going to figure out what 

people might be saying. 

| SEE A BEAR. I SEE А PEAR. “BEAR” AND 
“PEAR” LOOK THE SAME COMING OUT 
OF A PERSON'S MOUTH, DON'T THEY? 

YOU CAN'T JUST WATCH A PERSON'S 
LIPS. YOU HAVE ТО ВЕ A DETECTIVE 

AND WATCH FOR OTHER CLUES, TOO. 
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ZY, 

VISUAL CLUES 
What do you see 
while а person 
talks to you? 


Кеп 
| У 


СОМТЕХТ СІ.МЕ5 


Where are you while 
a person talks to you?’ 
What's going on 
around you during 
the conversation? 


GESTURAL CLUES 
What does a person 
до with her hands and 

body while she talks 
to you? What kinds of 
faces does she make? 


jecoveries about lip-readine:] | (АН-АУЕ. HUH-OW 
ARRR. УОООО? 
LO MOOFA Ug X 


| > 


РОО РАН MUFFA UFFA WUFFA HOW 
GAH BEE =, 
AHFAH!| ШЕ 


GROBAN 
\ y] ВОР! 


НЕЕ НЕЕ GOB H 
BUBBY UBBA LA 
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George, Sabrina, Terry, Wendy, Fred, and Jamie: they understand. Because they are 
just like me. 


But everything is still so new, and е 

- 60 different, for all of us. Most of 
the time we are lost. drifting along 
on our own planets. 


But we are together in the same 


universe, at least. 5 а 
е. 
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TUNE 


@ 


NO—NOT SUPPER—SUMMER! 
зитттттт-тттттек! 


SUPPER!? 
BUT IT’S STILL 
MORNING! 
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WHAT’RE 
THOSE THINGS НМРН. 
COMING OUT 1 HEARD WHAT 
THAT ONE SAID 
JUST FINE. 


THANKS, BUT I CAN HEAR THE 
RADIO WITH MY HEARING AID 
JUST FINE! I JUST CAN’T 
UNDERSTAND IT, BECAUSE 

| CAN’T SEE THE FACES ОЕ 
THE PEOPLE WHO ARE 
SINGING AND TALKING! 


= 


So, the neighborhood kids | |...and they laugh along чапа it all sounds like a 
sing along with the songs...| |with whoever is talking... foreign language to me. 
2 mo 


BREAKIN’ МАН 
HEART! | COULDN’T IF 
I TRIED! ООН, ООН... 


The person оп the radio says something...the kids laugh some more. And this time, so 
do I. But what about? 


I can't explain it, but №5 not just the radio situation that is making me feel so lonely 
in this new place. It’s a feeling that lasts all summer long. 
ES —— 
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Summer ends. I find out that I will soon YOU’RE GETTING A BRAND-NEW, SUPER- 
start first grade in a new school POWERFUL, JUST-FOR-SCHOOL 
HEARING AID THAT WILL HELP 
WILL | BE IN A CLASS LIKE DORN'S YOU HSA ТИЕ 
NO, SWEETIE. THEY DON’T 
HAVE A CLASS LIKE THAT 
IN YOUR NEW SCHOOL. 
BUT YOU’LL BE GOING TO THAN THIS 
SCHOOL WITH YOUR NEW ONE? 
NEIGHBORHOOD FRIENDS! 


WELL, IT'S BIGGER, BUT YOU'LL 
HEAR SO MUCH MORE! AND YOU CAN 
WEAR THE LITILE ONE AT HOME! 


THE NEIGHBORHOOD 
KIDS? A BIGGER AID? 

Wr Ју 

(23 == 


Mom walks me to school on the first day. We've been here once before, and I already 
know where my classroom is. But I'm still scared. 


...well hidden, I hope, is ту brand- 
пеш, superpowerful, just-for-school 
hearing aid: The Phonic Ear. 


1 


HAVE A 
GREAT DAY! 
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Тһе Рһопіс Ear is enormous! It is heavy! And I am totally keeping it hidden! 


The Phonic 
cards Here 
is one of 


scald i 
SUD 
het: € шегі 
tin Summer 5 


the Phonic EN | 
are 4 SNAPS 
that keep | 
straps 
in place. 


ON/OFF 
switch 


Earpiece, or 
*earmold,” 
а 
Stick in 
my Car 


When its het 


AVERT Your EYES! 
Sock top s Kebek У 
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Тһе Рһопіс Ear is paired with а microphone that my teacher, Mrs. Lufton, is supposed to 
wear. When Mrs. Lufton s о the microphone, it sends signals to the Phonic Ear. 
These signals end up soun ke Mrs. Lufton is talking right in my ear! 


р“ HELLO! 
К a WELCOME TO 
( THE FIRST 
| e. 4 GRADE! 
Е < a 


A 
SS 
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Mom was right! The Phonic Ear makes Mrs. Lufton’s voice louder, just for me. It even 
clarifies her voice-really sharpens it! Even when I don't see Mrs. Lufton's face, I 
understand every word she says without having to lip-read at all. 


Гү < CECE, IS THE >| 


MICROPHONE 
WORKING? 


The Phonic Ear is really powerful! I can hear Mrs. Lufton wherever she is т the 


entire classroom—and І сап totally understand her, even if I can't see her. 
wa 
во 
m? 
0 
уд У 
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Ч) 
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Wr DO YOU NEED TO 
(7?) TO THE ВАТНКОО! Ф: 
СЕ 

у 


^ 
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I soon discover that I can hear I can hear her fussing at a classmate in the 
Mrs. Lufton wherever she is in hallway right outside the classroom door! 


the entire school building. Jimmy, THIS 
IS THE THIRD | > 
СЫ TIME THIS ШЕЕК! 
27 МО MORE TOYS! 
=. | 
y 


The microphone even picks up other people's 
voices! І can hear Mrs. Lufton and the other 
teachers all the way in the teachers’ lou 


` 
I HAVE AMAZING ABILITIES 
UNKNOWN ТО ANYONE! 


JUST LIKE BRUCE WAYNE 
USES ALL THAT 
CRAZY TECHNOLOGY 
TO TURN HIMSELF INTO 
BATMAN ON ту... 


2-1 CAN USE MY OWN CRAZY TECHNOLOGY—THE PHONIC EAR—TO 
TURN MYSELF INTO A SUPERHERO, TOO! MY POWER? SUPER НЕАК/МЕ! 


KS 


WAIT! 15 SHE 
USING THE 
BATHROOM 

AGAIN? НА НА! 


7 HOLY | 
: N HEARING AID,)) В 
ЕАК BATMAN, а | 


гу Y 


КЕ / WILL AMAZE 
EVERYONE— 


SUL. 


Р HEY! WHAT ARE THOSE THINGS | 
IN YOUR EARS? ARE YOU DEAFZA. 1 ”, 
IS Е " i Же >= 


Superheroes might be awesome, but And being different feels a lot like being 
they are also different. alone. 
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і rade is really lonely at first. 
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YOU KNOW, AND THAT’S 
A PRETTIER NAME THAN 
YOUR NAME. I THINK MRS. 
LUFTON IS BEAUTIFUL. 
YOU’RE A WEIRD KIND 
OF FUNNY. HEY! LET’S 
BE BEST FRIENDS! 


ccording to Laura, that is. | 
OK— 
HERE’S 
WHAT WE’RE 
GONNA 
DO... 
==, 


v 


mal [сот reg CPS 71 
| [reine ES] | 
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БЕТИ М АД 
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Being best friends with Laura isn't perfect, but it sure beats being т the bubble. We 
stay best friends all through first grade, and we're still best friends during second 
grade. One day after school, Laura says: 

YOU HAVE TO COME TO 

GIRL SCOUTS WITH ME 


H 


| 


| v 


En in ft _ | [У BARGES, 1 WOULD LIKE ТО 


= (9 sue ТУ FLOWS THE RIVER | | POO WITH YOU, I WOULD LIKE 
ل‎ у INTO PEE, AND THE BARGES TO POO POO FOO POO 
) ТОО GO РОО РОО POO! РОО! J) 


НЕЕ HEE! 1 WISH 
YOU WENT TO 
OUR SCH 


0 


THAT'S NOT HOW 
YOU SING THE 
SONG. ANYWAY, 

СЕСЕ 5 SPENDING 

SATURDAY МЕНТ |] 

WITH МЕ. 


RIGHT? 


Тһе following = ӘДЕ (аига в house... 
WE'RE HAVING MAC AND — 
FOR SUPPER! AND ШЕРЕ A 
at МАКЕ А CUSHION FORT! 


CY 


ТА Ç س‎ 


HEY, LET'S PLAY THE 
DINING ROOM GAME 
3 MY SISTER 


WELL, YOU AND LUCY 
JUST KINDA MARCH 
р’ - 77 H 


НА HA! YOU SHOULDA 
SEEN HOW FUNNY THAT 
LOOKED! S 


Б\\ 2 


| 


WHEW! THAT WAS FUN! NOW 
LET’S PLAY ANOTHER ROUND 
OF TWISTER! FLUFF, TOO! 


IT'S LAURA. SHE WANTS TO PRETEND 
TO BE TWINS TOMORROW. SHE SAYS 


= 1 ТО WEAR YOUR GREEN GIRL SCOUT 
ID УО 0 
p Вр НИ ge p T-SHIRT WITH YOUR RED SHORTS 
1 - WITH THE WHITE STRIPES ON THE 


SIDE. OH, AND GREEN BARRETTES... 
WELL... 


NOT REALLY. WAH WAH 
BOOLA BAH 
ша WAH И, 
ОН, SHOOT. 
THAT DOES 


SOUND FUN. 


SEE? WE’RE JUST LIKE 
SUSAN AND SHARON 
IN THE PARENT TRAP! 


OK. TOMORROW, 
WEAR YOUR BLUE 
SHIRT AND 


OH! WHERE’S YOUR 

B PALE BLUE SHIRT? 

| | You WERE SUPPOSED 
YOUR LEVI’S. | TO WEAR YOUR 
PALE BLUE SHIRT! 


rá YOU JUST 
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THIS COLOR 7” I KNOW LAURA LOOKS BETTER! 


AID ALL THE IME 
IT'S NOT FAIR == 17 


GREEN LOOKS 
BETTER ON ME, 
Y'KNOW. 


I know ТИ never be able to look just like Laura—or any other kid at school, for that matter. 


YOU’RE SPENDING THE 
NIGHT TONIGHT, RIGHT? 
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-Does nof са 
d 


I THOUGHT BEING 
BEST FRIENDS WITH 
LAURA WOULD BE A 

GOOD THING... 


-BUT NOW I'm 
JUST SO TIRED 
OF BEING PUSHED 5 

\ AROUND! 


WHAT WOULD 
BATMAN DO? 


Ars time то STE] БИ ir ус TIME ТО (Y 
N PUSH BACK! Ом TE PUSH BACK! ^ 


MT 
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LUCKILY, Т НАМЕ А SPARE SET 
ОЕ MOLDS АМР CORDS WITH 
WHICH TO HEAR YOUR FEAR! 
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THESE ARE GREAT, 


MR. RIDENHOUR! | ER, NO. ~ 
CAN 1 USE "Ет J THESE AREN'T 


AT SCHOOL? Y LOUD ENOUGH 
г - | | —OR CLEAR 
ENOUGH. 
YOU'LL 
UNDERSTAND 
YOUR TEACHER 
A LOT BETTER 
WITH THE 


PHONIC EAR. Л 


( THOSE АШ * 
f SOUND FUN! J 
PLL BITE! 


Times! 


OK, NOW WE CAN DO A, B, C, 
OR D—BUT MY WAY, RIGHT? 
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RATS. | WAS HOPING 
TO BE DONE WITH 


AT SCHOOL, 


The night before the first day of third grade, І say а little prayer: 


DEAR GOD, | AM READY FOR A NEW 
FRIEND THIS YEAR. PLEASE, COULD YOU 
WORK IT SO THAT LAURA AND I ARE IN 

DIFFERENT CLASSES? THANK YOU, AMEN 


WELL, WE'LL STILL 
GET TOGETHER 
AFTER SCHOOL, 


Он NO! 1 сот A] 
MRS. BLAIR! = 


Ce 


But maybe I should've been more careful with that prayer. 
е 


$ РМЕ SPENT SO 
/ : Y MUCH TIME WITH 
| > LAURA, 1 DON'T 
KNOW ANYONE 
| => ELSE! AND ARE 
===> 5 THEY STARING 
— = DE AT MY CORPS? 


== 
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A few weeks after school starts up, а пеш дігі joins our class. || 
| 2 қ 
x 


It feels like Ginnu is always watching me. 


HERE’S THE 
MICROPHONE, 
MRS. IKLEBERRY. 


IS. THAT. AAAY. 
HEAR-ING. AAAIP? 


One day after school, Laura comes over. 
7 OT ИИ 
rm GLAD ı coup Wi 
Come over! SES 
YEAH. IT'S BEEN 

| иел ж 


щот 


| 


MIGHT KNOW HER DAUGHTER 
GINNY, FROM SCHOOL? 


GIRLS, SHOW GINNY UPSTAIRS. 
MRS. WAKELEY AND I HAVE SOME 
MORE TALKING TO DO. 


г -с >“. 


63 


им, GINNY, RIGHT? WELL, CECE 
AND | HAVE BEEN BEST FRIENDS HEY! 1S. THAT. A. RICH-ARD. 


EVER SINCE FIRST GRADE! AND 
РМ SPENDING THE NIGHT WITH SCA-RRY. BOOK? |. LOVE. 
CECE THIS COMING WEEKEND, RIC-HARD. SCA-RRY! 


RICHARD SCARRY/?/? | CAN'T 
BELIEVE YOU GUYS LIKE THOSE 
BOOKS. THOSE BOOKS ARE FOR 

BABIES. THEY'RE BABY BOOKS! 


AN-Y-WAAY. 1. HAVE. AAY. 

BU-SY-TOWN. PLAAY-SET. 

шош v | MAY-BE. YOU. CAN. COME. 
AND. PLAAY. WITH. IT. 


SAY THAT? 


I WASN'T TALKING 
TO YOU, LAURA. 


A PLAYSET!? THAT'S EVEN ОН, SHOOT. THAT /5 МУ тот) 
МОРЕ FOR BA— CECE, THIS FRIDAY, RIGHT? 
T 


UM—IS THA РЈ UM.. Nu E 
YOUR MOM 
eae š ўт OF 
A 


таса 


B 


THAT LAU-RAAA SURE BOSS-ES УООО 
AH-ROUND. SHEEE’S LIKE THE SNOOOW 
QUEEEEN IN NAR-NI-A OR SOME- -THING. 


THE SNOW 
QUEEN? THAT'S 
HILARIOUS! 
AND / LIKE 
NARNIA, TOO! 


ANY-WAAY...WHO 16 THIS | ем“ sure is Nice! вит нош can Y) 
PRE-CIOUS BUN-NY? J 05 WHEN SHE TALKS 


so LOUD AND SLOOOOOOW? 


WHAAT AAY 
CUTE NAME! 
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My mother and Mrs. Wakeley are fast becoming best friends. This means that Ginny 


| МЕЕЕ make \ =”. 


AAARM-PIT 
FAARTS? 7 Ñ > че 
ГАК AS р 
зе ЕНСЕ AO 


...And we laugh over just about anything. 


НА HA! NOW IT SAYS, “ФЕЕ, 
YOUR HAIR SMELLS!" HEE НЕЕ! 


N, m 3" 


UM, GINNY ALREADY 
ASKED ME TO. SORRY. 
N.N N 
? 


$ 


| 
ii a 


СЕЕ-СЕЕ. РОО УОО ШАМТ МУУУ РЕЕА- 


NUT BUTT-ER SAND- dh 
` т БЕРУ 
ARGH! | REALLY 
| Po di NEED TO TELL 
N JIC GINNY то stop 


TALKING TO ME 4 
LIKE THAT! 


CEE-CEE IS MY DEAF FRIEND. SHE IS ACT- 
U-A-LLY ONE OF MY BEST-EST FRIENDS! 


GULP! 
GOOD GRIEF! 
| HAVE TO 
TELL HER. 
TOMORROW. 
MAYBE. 
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ез bak я, 


HEY! LET'S LIS-TEN TO МУ 
BRO-THER’S MON-TEEE 


LET MEEE STOP THE RE-CORD ñ ... | SLEEEP ALL NIGHT AAND 
NOW... THEY ARE SING-ING ААУ / WORK AAALL DAAAY!” HAR! 


SONG THAT GOES, Ут A шт- THIS 15 TOTALLY 
BER-JACK AND Рт OOH-KAY... > DRIVING ME NUTS! 


>> 


IE 


IPS 
59 gah blah ŞOoh 9% 
2 2 
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THIS SECONDHAND MONTY —YOU DON'T HAVE ТО 
PYTHON STUFF IS DRIVING МЕ TALK TO ME SO LOUD 
CRAZY! AND SO SLOW! I CAN'T 

AND WHAT’S MORE— 
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ШНУРА SAY THAT? 
| WAS JUST TRYING 
ТО HELP YOU! | р 


Р” 
2 
e 


UM...LL JUST 
PUT THIS АШАУ... 
FOREVER...SNIFF! 


UM...ARE ou око . ОК? 
= No. 


I watch anything that's on. Everything, т fact. Soap operas. Cartoons. Old sitcoms. 


New sitcoms. Dramas. Even commercials! And the crazy thing is... 


TV isn't like the weird foreign movies that Dad takes me to every once т a while. 


ENGLISH 
SUBTITLES! 


URM...M NOT SURE THESE 
MOVIES ARE ALL THAT 
APPROPRIATE FOR YOU... 

THAT WAS A LOT OF SKIN... 
[— ——=—. II 
SET BUT, DAD, ı LOVE N 

ww HAVING THE WORDS! 

1 ACTUALLY KNOW 
WHAT’S GOING ON! 


I try to lip-read the people on TV... ...but it’s really, really hard to do! 


F( c'mon! JUST "Aw! x ¢ WHAT IN HECK 
ONE WORD? e IS GOING ON: 
E 12 ) > Эт 


с. uk 


I keep watching, though. Some shows are fairly easy to lip-read, like soap operas: 


Actor's face takes up the | Actor speaks 


whole screen: easy to see lips: slowly and dramatically. 


.. dnd it’s pretty much а guarantee 
that LOVE will come up! 
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But who wants to watch soap operas? They're so mushy... 


1 OBVIOUSLY NEED 
TO FIND SOMETHING 
BETTER TO WATCH! 


HAVING THE SAME 
CONVERSATION! 
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Aha! Cartoons! I love cartoons! But lip- Cartoon lips are not like real lips at all. 
reading cartoons? Impossible! Not even close. 
( BLAH ШАН FRED 
LOO MA WAH HA 
HOOH ШАГАША... OOGA moo 


BLAH HAH GOO 
BOO HAW! 


Unreadable! 


But I love cartoons anyway. The characters 
до so many funny things that I can see. 
| Aw 


СУ 


qm 
о 
talk, either! 


IT'S SAFE TO SAY THAT THE 
CAT REALLY, REALLY WANTS TO 
CATCH THE MOUSE. AGAIN. 
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І watch other shows on ТУ, too, even if they аге not as easy to understand as soap 
operas and cartoons. I might catch a few of the words in these shows, but not many. 


I see Ше person’s 

face wile’ ches ш = 
tating She 1а - == 

worried. But she's f „oh! 

Talking зо Fast, and UN ы 
her lips dre so small / | erson?s face. She 
on the TV screen, that is listening +o 

1 can't under- Someone who is 
stand һег. Is falking—and that 
John- Boy lost— person is OFFSCREEN! 
ог something / Will Tohn-Boy 
worse? - Г 2 be ОК? 


mA! ШЕ ООК EBBER WAR АМ ШЕ АМТ ИССА SHUFFA GOO BLAH BLAH 
FINE JOHN-BOY! HA OOKIN WAMAH WAH! 


ON NOW? I SURE CAN’T 
n LIP-READ А ВИТТ! 
Now I can 
mostly just 
See the 


WHO KNOWS WHAT'S I 


speaker’s 


REAR END! 


AGGA BOOP BAH WAHAH BICK! 
CHUBBA UBB OH GOBBA! 


= | STILL HAVE 

= қ МО IDEA WHAT 
N HAPPENED TO 

mem о JOHN-BOY! 

Now NOBODY on the 

С TV is Talking. But 1 

think I hear something 

that sounds like 

Talking! IPs Ње. 


dreaded VOICE- OVER! 


AN GOO HON BOY GABBA WAH GAH 
WHA BEE GOO BA BA MAMA. 
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If [m watching T V with somebody who doesn't know me well, like а neighborhood kid 
whose mom is visiting my mom, then that kid almost always asks: 


par” LA YOU’RE THE KID { OH BROTHER. | 
x Ñ Г WHO CAN'T HEAR, of HOW CAN I 


; — RIGHT? WHY NOT EXPLAIN THIS? 
2 - JUST TURN UP 
THE VOLUME? 


cacao | V WAH BESS МАН WAWA 
GAH ANDY! YOO GOOLA 
FA BERRY САН BOOLA! 


mS И 


© 
CRIT 
271) 
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Well, I guess I watch ТУ because the folks on it are there for те whenever I want 
them—and they don't care if I can hear I or not! 


Not so there for me аге my older siblings—Ashley and Sarah. They are often busy 
doing mysterious older-kid things: 


WANNA PLAY 
OLD MAID? 


But when they aren't busy, they watch TV. A lot of TV. If I want to spend any time 
with Ashley and Sarah, it’s gotta be while watching T V. So that’s what I do. 


However, the shows that Ashley and Sarah watch аге impossible to understand. 


emotionless Lip reading + Surgical masks= 
— 7 IMPOSSIBLE!! © 
Ar 


| І er 
MURK РЕООР TIBBA MAWHAW... 


But luckily they are nice enough to tell me what the people on TV are sayin 


Ч 
7 WHAT'S 
GOING ON? 
МУ 


y^ UE'LL TELL YA... 


f 
LET'S WAIT FOR 
A COMMERCIAL. 


SO, TRAPPER JOHN IS 
TELLING HAWKEYE THAT ~, 
FRANK НАЗ МАРЕ A | -AND HOT LIPS 
KNOWS ALL 
ABOUT IT! 


! 
GONNA ВЕ GOOD! 


SW, 


ay 
D Y 


v 


Y | CAN'T BELIEVE IT! )\ 7 
SOMEONE LIKE ME— 
ON THE TV! „4 

| г 

У БА X 


YOO АН ^H EFFO! MUMMBA GUH! 


1 СОТТА GO PEE... | 
HIC! HEE HEE. B Вя 
wf) да = | NPEAFO, нин? 
Ја eee 
ZW; т 
| ! N | 
53 j 
iN y 
AM / | 


= А | 


SORRY A-BOUT 
-LI-ER. HERE. 


SHE'S STILL 
| / (TALKING FUNNY? f) 
: OH WELL. e E 
if 


T 
Y) A BIRTHDAY 


PARTY AND A 
SLEEPOVER? 
Wow 


ћ 


/ 


Pod 


WELL, 1 DON'T 
LIKE GINNY 
АМУШАУ! 
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АМР МУ NEW BEST FRIEND, BETH, 
IS SPENDING THE NIGHT WITH 
ME THAT NIGHT, SO HA. 


WELL, BE SURE TO PLAY 
THAT DINING ROOM GAME WITH 
BETH! SHE'LL LOVE IT! 


After a long week of waiting, the day of the sleepover is finally here! I pack as soon 
as I get home from school. 
и 


Packihg ІЗ st: el Just Ë. 


ама 


cute, 
i r fo 
PMS | ША) 


„ЛА, | GOTTA GO... YES, 
YES—LISTEN, CECE IS 
BREATHING ON МЕ 2 
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Mom drops me off at Ginny's house. 


HAVE FUN! AND JUST ASK MRS. WAKELEY 
TO CALL ME — YOU NEED ANYTHING. 


|. Shy but hice. 


2. Draws 
really geod 
hor ses. 


3. Soft voice. 
So hard +o 
hear! 


WHERE ARE THOSE CORDS 
THAT ARE USUALLY COMING 
OUT OF YOUR EARS? 


we ШНУ РО YOU WEAR 
OVERALLS SO MUCH? 


1. Asks Tias 
mahy personal 
questions. 


2: Always 
Smells good. 


ОН! IT’S THE LITTLE DEAF 
GIRL FROM MRS. IKLEBERRY’S 
CLASS! GINNY’S TOLD ME 
ALL ABOUT YOU! 
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DOES SHE KNOW SIGN LANGUAGE? 
I CAN TEACH HER SOME RIGHT NOW! 


им... GOTTA GO, ин, 
FIND SOMETHING... 
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И СЕСЕ 15 МУ 
DEAF FRIEND. 
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A е2 


Al 
s ns 


n spite of that rou eginning, I start having a great time inn leepove e 
elebrate Ginny's birthday... 
= TT 
[S Да 
6 NY 
Y > y 
) | ( 


OH! I LOVE 
THAT MOVIE! 


OH NO. DID SHE SAY 
SOMEWHERE IN TIME? 


З 
Ш е 
Он, SO \ 
DREAMY! é 
< А 


4 > AN 
OH, YOU POOR THING! CAN 
YOU EVEN HEAR THE TV? 
UH, 1 CAN HEAR nr 


IT. 1 JUST CAN'T 
UNDERST— AN 


AND PM NOTA 
"POOR THING"! 
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LOVE THIS MUSIC. 
HOPE IT'S WHAT THEY 
PLAY AT MY FUNERAL... 


HEY! LET'S DO 
A MAKEOVER— 


CEE-CEE, WE THINK YOU ARE CUTE! BUT YOU 
COULD BE CUTER! WE WANT TO DO YOUR 
HAIR AND MAKEUP! тя 
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| here's THE SIGN FOR "ves," 


Y'ALL, WAIT! CAN PEOPLE WHO WEAR HEARING AIDS 
ALSO WEAR MAKEUP? š 


THAT'S THE DUMBEST QUESTION I EVER—WA/T A YA 
MINUTE! HERE'S MY CHANCE TO GET OUT OF THIS! 
NENE 


\ 10 


...| DON’T BELIEVE 
WE CAN. MESSES 
UP THE HEARING 
AIDS, AND STUFF. 
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Thankfully, after all that awfulness, the party starts to get fun again. 


"AND YOU SHOULDA SEEN MARY KISSING THAT 
BOY FROM MS. HUFFMAN'S CLASS! ALL THIS 
MWAH MWAH MWAH! TIS coup err 
INTERESTING! 


| САМ TELL THEY’RE LAUGHING, WELL, RATS! IF | ASK GINNY 
BUT WHAT ABOUT? | NEED TO TURN THE LIGHTS BACK 
TO SEE! DID GINNY DO THIS ON, SHE’LL BE EVEN MADDER 
ON PURPOSE? IS SHE AT ME. EVERYONE WILL BE 
МАР АТ ME? MAD AT Me! 
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НА НА НЕЕ СЕЕ НА НА СЕЕ НА МИТТВА НА НЕЕ 
СЕЕ НА НА GOBBA ШОВВА НА НО НО НЕЕ HA НА! 
1 НАТЕ THIS! ARE THEY 


TALKING ABOUT ME? ARE 
THEY LAUGHING AT ME? 


IT ANYMORE! 


I gather up my stuff in the dark, and I 
1 САМТ TAKE feel my way out of the basement... 
m 
о | 


...and up the stairs. ? 
\ YOU CALL МУ МОМ? 1 
| DON'T FEEL SO GOOD... 


ІҢ 
[et 2. 
У tob 


fas 


| 
7 
Y 4 
A Ж! 
| e 


7) 
2772 
СА 


YES, I'M DEATH! AND mer A TASTE OF YOUR 
w PE—AND SOM 
YOU ARE NEXT ON THAT FUNERAL MUSIC a 
ST! YOU WANTED, TOO! „Ир 


1 AM SUPERMISSY! 
PREPARE FOR BEAUTY, 
MY LITTLE DEAF FRIEND! 


READ MY LIPS! NOBODY 
TOUCHES THIS FACE! 


HOW ABOUT A 
MAKEOVER, MISSY? 
WHAT PLEASURE THIS 

GIVES ME, YOU'LL 

NEVER KNOW! 
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At long last, El Deafo faces the mightiest foe of all, the dastardly SuperGinny. 


WN [AV DON’T EVER CALL ME YOUR DEAF Г 
5 FRIEND AGAIN. OR YOUR FRIEND. 
DID YOU TURN THOSE LIGHTS 7 
OFF ОМ PURPOSE? 8 


ин. Рм SORRY! 


SORRY ISN’T 
GOOD ENOUGH. 
GOOD-BYE. 


Аһ, summer. Three months of freedom. Three months of bliss. Three months of not 
wearing the Phonic Ear. 


FOURTH GRADE! 
1 CAN'T BELIEVE IT! 
ARE YOU EXCITED? 


WELL, HEY. "МЕ TOLD EVERYONE 
ELSE, SO I MIGHT AS WELL TELL 
YOU: MY GRANDMA MAKES PIE. 
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—ARE YOU DEAF? IS THAT 
WHAT THE CORDS ARE FOR? 


language? Nothing. But some of the people doing sign language? 
t on a real show when they start signing-almost like mimes! 


| IS ANYONE 


WATCHING 


ШІ 


У 


--апа some people end up saying phony-baloney stuff when they sign... 


ARE SPECIAL! 


when somebody signs at уо! 
—7 


Argh! I wish I could turn into Е! Deafo in these situations. | |If only it were that simple. 
ТРО NOT KNOW THESE MYSTERIOUS |р TEZ / | some ЦР-РЕАРЕЕ | 

HAND SIGNALS, STRANGER! BUT I С АМ. “MAKES PIE“? 
РО HAVE A GREAT POWER! 1 CAN 


^ 
N Ñ 
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ЩЕ HOW WAS SCHOOL? 
IT WAS OK. BUT 
SOME GIRL STARTED 
SIGNING AT ME! 


-— 


MAYBE YOU SHOULD LEARN SIGN 
LANGUAGE! IT WOULD GIVE YOU 
A NEU/ U/AY TO TALK TO PEOPLE. 
IT COULD ВЕ РИМ! 


— 
/ MAMA, PLEASE 
| DON'T MAKE МЕ ] | 
DO THAT! Y 


ОН, CECE. | KNOW YOU DON'T LIKE 
IT WHEN PEOPLE DO THAT. SHE WAS 
PROBABLY JUST EXCITED TO MEET 
SOMEONE LIKE YOU, AND TO SHARE 
WHAT SHE KNOWS WITH YOU... 


| HEARD THERE'S A SIGN LANGUAGE 
CLASS THAT JUST STARTED UP 
AT CHURCH! 


INTO IT FIRST, 
SWEETIE. ІТ MIGHT 
REALLY BE USEFUL / 

TO YOU. 


few weeks later, M 


We meet our sign language teacher, Mrs. Blankenship, who, I admit, is very nice. 
ТО SIGN LANGUAGE! 


| 
у 


Y отму DAUGHTER is... %-// 
Y AW 


WELL, THAT'S LOVELY. 
FIRST, LET'S TALK 
ABOUT AMERICAN SIGN 
LANGUAGE. IT'S THE 
MAIN LANGUAGE USED 
BY DEAF PEOPLE—AND 
IT IS VITAL FOR THEIR 
COMMUNICATION WITH 
OTHER DEAF PEOPLE 
AND WITH THEIR 
FAMILIES AND 
FRIENDS. 


МАМУ HEARING FOLKS THINK 
THAT SIGN LANGUAGE IS A 
SIMPLE LANGUAGE—BUT 
` THAT IS NOT TRUE AT ALL! 
BLAH, BLAH, 
E с 


А 


LANGUAGE IS QUITE DIFFERENT FROM SPOKEN ENGLISH. 
IT'S А VERY RICH LANGUAGE—A VERY COMPLEX LANGUAGE 


NNS, 


Ж | 


= 
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МУ HEARING-AID BATTERIES 
< RUNNING DOWN! 


WHEW. LIP-READING IS 
| HARD WITHOUT SOUND. 


| 
A 


ПТ 


(аа с am ou, [7 
= ?ns < Br 


Ca 


2 


HERE’S А FUN ONE: GIRAFFE! £ 
v2 т 
C2 > 
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JUST TRY IT—"FATHER"! 
ЗА" 
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COME ON, CECE! YOU САМ DO IT! 


ua ТУШ 


GOODNESS, CECE! EVERYONE'S JUST HOPING THAT YOU'LL PARTICIPATE 
MORE. NEXT WEEK, PLEASE JOIN US. YOU’LL SEE HOW FUN IT IS, OK? 


HOW WILL | EVER ye | 
GET OUT OF THIS? % 


T" 


М2 
Ax] 


| Eman 
Š 
0o 


оу 


Es 


k 


< 


OH! IT'S ALMOST 
TIME FOR OUR 
CLASS! 


N), » ) 


DO YOU NEED ТО TINKLE BEFORE I 
LOCK THESE HANDCUFFS... FOR GOOD? 


MIGHT/MOM! 
\STOP SIGNING} 
АТ me! 


HOW DOES SHE 
OH MIGHTYMOM, CAN YOU NOT SEE THAT РО THAT? 
I AM ABLE TO TALK TO YOU RIGHT NOU | |= ` im 
WITHOUT USING МУ HANDS? 


YOU'RE SO CUTE 
WHEN YOU BEG! 


THIS VICIOUS FEEDBACK SQUEAL WILL N 
HYPNOTIZE YOU AND YOU'LL FORGET 
ALL ABOUT THAT DUMB CLASS! 


THAT SOUND 
DOESN’T BOTHER 
ME. AT ALL. 
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Enraged, ...апа unfurls her torpedo-like wrath onto 
of the ha mother! A 
« а 9 
zl ў «e 


сал 
- | (РР 1 REALLY 
РО ТНАТ? 
OL 
[< 


WHAT ІМ THE WORLD „BUT I HATE THAT CLASS! 
EVERYBODY SIGNING AT ME! LIKE 


? 
WAS THAT ALL ABOUT? I ALREADY KNOW SIGN LANGUAGE, 


MOM— JUST BECAUSE I'M DEAF! 
SORI 


МО ОМЕ’5 SIGNING АТ YOU— AND AS FAR AS “HELPING” — 
THEY'RE TRYING TO SIGN IT'LL HELP PEOPLE STARE 
WITH YOU—TO HELP YOU!) | АТ ME, IS WHAT IT'LL DO! 

"LOOK AT THAT 


МОМ THINKS "SPECIAL" MEANS 
"GREAT," OR "COOL." /F ONLY! 
"SPECIAL" MEANS "YOU'RE NOT 


LISTEN. WE DON’T HAVE ТО CONTINUE THE CLASS. )| 
JUST DON’T BE SO HARD ON THE PEOPLE WHO 
TRY TO HELP YOU. SOMEDAY YOU MIGHT 
ACTUALLY WANT THEIR HELP. т, |; 
le с 
INV 


1 COULD HAVE LEARNED 
HOW TO DO THAT IF | 
HAD "PARTICIPATED." AND 
MAYBE | SHOULD HAVE... 


NY 7 р 


ОН, WHY DO I EVEN 
CARE ШНАТ OTHER 
PEOPLE THINK? 
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WOULD STARE AT ME 
THE WAY РМ STARING АТ 
THAT COUPLE. RIGHT? 


As I ride the bus home from school one day, I realize just how many kids live on my 
street. We === fill up the whole bus! Butin ui one = ae is in my grade. 


There had been a дігі in my class, and we| |The other kids on the street are nice, 
watched The Monkees at her house after | |though, especially the older ones. They 
school sometimes. But she moved away. | [often include me т their games and stuff... 


But I think they've been told to be nice to] | ин, THANKS. BUT I HAVE 
the deaf kid. And anyway, I always seem | | A LOT OF HOMEWORK... 
to ruin those games of theirs! 


0 
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—СЕСЕ 
IS KIND ОҒ ВИЗУ 
TODAY—UH—TELL 

YOUR MOM HI FOR 
ME, OK?—BYE... 


ШГ UH—NO THANKS. 
TELL HER “М BUSY. J gs 


YOU HAVEN'T SEEN GINNY IN AGES! 
WHAT’S GOING ON? DID YOU 
HAVE А FIGHT? < 


WELL, РІМ SORRY ABOUT THAT. 
BUT | DON'T APPRECIATE LYING 


1 SUGGEST YOU 
HURRY UP AND 

WANT TO TALK GET “Busy.” 
ABOUT IT? 


I'm relieved that I don't have to get together with Ginny. I guess I could play some 
down the street. Or not. I don ва? to do 


19 


Somehow, being alone is always easier for me. But it’s still, well, lonely! 


| | £ Фос OH, WOE... | 
ТИПШ у | 
ШІП |); || дет” rante 22-500.) 
JINI ES ' VEN | 
A aa а AS 
== ~ /Nyy WA 
= Г XV Ar 


о» WHAT I NEED 
15 А SIDEKICK! 
Ñ pm 


THERE'S THAT 
THIRD-GRADER, 
MARTHA. 1 WONDER 
WHY SHE’S NOT 
PLAYING WITH 
THE OTHERS? 
SHE USUALLY 


Y 


OOE === Z 
K umm OBA HEE UN TAY ALOO! | 
ге И [Жие кел 


ar 
INUTE! 
"Xr THINK Sue YA V] == 


WANTS ME TO 
COME OVER...3* 
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MOM! THE KID ACROSS THE STREET— 
/МАЕТНА? | THINK SHE WANTS ME 
TO COME OVER! CAN 1? 


I KNEW GOING OUTSIDE 

WOULD DO YOU GOOD! 

BUT LET ME WATCH YOU 
CROSS THE STREET. 


GEE! DOES YOUR MOM REALLY HAVE 
TO WATCH YOU CROSS THE STREET? 
AREN’T YOU IN FOURTH GRADE? I’M 
IN THIRD, AND MY MOM DOESN'T 


THAT'S JUST 
MY MOM FOR 
YA, I GUESS. 


HUH. WELL, ANYWAY, FANCY MEETING 
YOU HERE! D’YA LIKE THAT? МУ MOM 
SAYS IT ALL THE TIME. "ҒАМСУ MEETING 
YOU HERE!” I’M MAKING DIRT SOUP. 


THIS HERE DIRT SOUP MAKES МЕ HEY! LET’S PRETEND THAT WE’RE 
THINK OF LITTLE HOUSE ОМ THE LITTLE HOUSE ON THE PRAIRIE! DO 
PRAIRIE. DO YOU WATCH YOU WANNA BE MARY OR LAURA? 


YEAH! PLL BE MARY. WHOA! THAT SCARLET FEVER 
DID A NUMBER ON ME! JOHN-BOY, THAT YOU? 


HA HA HA! JOHN-BOY— 
НЕЕ НЕЕ! MARTHA, ! MEAN 
MARY—YOU*RE IN THE 
WRONG SHOW! 


YOU KNOW, IT'S FRIDAY AND ALL— 
YOU SHOULD ASK YOUR MOM IF 
1 
BEAM ME BACK YOU CAN SPEND THE NIGHT! 


TO THE PRAIRIE, I WAS THINKING THE 
EXACT SAME THING! 


MARTHA IS SO FUNNY! I’M ACTUALLY GLAD SHE'S NOT IN МУ 
GRADE, BECAUSE IF SHE WAS, SHE’D SEE MY GIANT HEARING-AID 
AND THOSE СОЕр5 COMING OUT OF MY EARS. SHE’D KNOW 1 
WAS DEAF. BUT SHE POESN'T KNOW, BECAUSE SHE HASN'T 
NOTICED MY BEHIND-THE-EAR AIDS. WELL, | THINK SHE 
HASN’T NOTICED. | MEAN, SHE DOESN’T SHOUT АТ ME, 
OR MOVE HER MOUTH ALL FUNNY, OR TRY TO SIGN 
АТ МЕ. SHE'S NOT BOSSY, EITHER! МО WAY AM 1 
GONNA LET HER FIND OUT. IT MIGHT RUIN 
EVERYTHING! OH, WE’RE GONNA HAVE 
SO MUCH FUN TONIGHT! 


WE ARE GONNA HAVE 
FUN TONIGHT! 


1 WAS JUST THINKING 
THE EXACT SAME THING!) 
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AND HERE ARE МУ 
LOONY SISTERS! 


PROTECT МЕ! 


YEAH! WHAT WOULD YOU LIKE DAD 
TO ORDER FOR YOU? A MUMBLE 
ABBO OR АН ISH UPPA? 


HUH? | BETTER 
PRETEND THAT 
1 KNOW WHAT 
SHE SAID! 


DAD’S PICKING UP LONG JOHN 
SILVER'S AND WE'RE EATING ІМ 
FRONT OF THE TV! 


Ca a 
¢ A TV SUPPER? REALLY!? 
` 7 Ty 


... LL HAVE WHAT YOU'RE HAVING? FISH? ICK. WELL, AT 
LEAST MARTHA DOESN’T 
ОК! TWO FISH SUSPECT ANYTHING 


SUPPERS COMING // DIFFERENT ABOUT МЕ... 
RIGHT UP! 
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HEY, YOU WITH THE FACE! HOW 
MUCH FOR THESE TEENY PEAS? 
AND BY THE ШАУ, THERE’S А ТІМУ 
SPILL IN TINY AISLE THREE! 


| И 
2 SN A е 
re 


=== 
WX 


WELL, ШЕ САМ STAY UP AND TALK! А 


.. YOU KNOW WHAT WE SHOULD DO --AND SO | SAID, WHAT IS THAT AWA 
TOMORROW? WE SHOULD WALK STINKIN' SMELLZ AND Y 
DOWNTOWN AND GET CANDY BARS | GOTTA GET SOME 
AND DRINKS AND STUFF...AND THEN SLEEP! SURELY SHE 
WE CAN MAKE MORE DIRT SOUP... WON'T NOTICE IF 1 


TURN OFF MY AIDS... 


> PVE RUINED 4 
EVERYTHING! 


O = 
О 


N 
N 
~ WAIT! MARTHA KNOWS ABOUT 
[ МУ HEARING-AIDS? 


ШІГ” 


Уа 
AE PQ 
та eya 


WELL, НЕЕ HEE—I'LL LET YOU SLEEP 
NOW. BUT PINKIE SWEAR THAT WE 
CAN DO THIS ALL THE TIME? 


y съ 
(\ | NA, 


4 ; 
а 4 
So 


WELL, | HAVE 
TOTAL RECALL 
OF MOST 


TELEVISION 
SHOWS... 


UH, I'M HERE ABOUT THE АР. 
SIDEKICK WANTED? 


AH—YES. SO, WHAT ARE 


I AM LOYAL, 
BRAVE, AND 


BY THE POWER ОҒ THE PINKIE, DO YOU SWEAR 
TO JOIN THE FIGHT AGAINST BOREDOM 
AND LONELINESS, AND TO 
NEVER SWERVE FROM 
THE PATH OF TRUE 
FRIENDSHIP? 


Fourth grade ends, and it's summer! Summertime with Martha is awesome. 
в: n 


LOOKS LIKE A NEU 

FAMILY IS MOVING 

INTO THE CARTERS’ 
OLD HOUSE! 


THIS IS СЕСЕ! 
SHE LIVES TWO 
DOORS ЦР! 
УМ MARTHA, 


ESA 
KIN 


—UH...WE GOTTA GO! HEY! | WAS STILL TALKING! 
COME ON, MARTHA! WHAT'S THE MATTER? WAIT! 


OH MY GOSH—YOU LIKE HIM? 


CECE AND THE NEW KID SITTIN’ | DON’T EVEN KNOW THE KID! SO 
IN А TREE, K-/-S-S-/-N— DON'T YOU PARE TELL ANYBODY 
ANYTHING! ‘SPECIALLY 
NOT MY MOM! ‘CAUSE 


YOU’RE WRONG! 
А WIDDLE 
\ BOYFRIEND! 
NN 
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Martha is sorta right. But I'm not going | |Instead, I decide to spy on him. I want to 
to tell her-or anyone else-that I like learn everything about him—but secretly! 
> 


this Mike Miller very much. 
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СОТ BORED WHEN 
YOU LEFT. WHAT’RE 


Top Secret Geh abut Mike Miller 
1. He is cute. 


а. He is good at dribbling а 
basketball. 


4. Т. think ме 
could be 
Friends! 722? 


5. X think T 
might li! 


WELL, WHILE YOU WERE—AHEM—"WRITING,” | WENT AND 
TALKED TO MIKE MILLER! YOU SHOULD TALK TO HIM— 
HE’S NICE! ANYWAY, IT TURNS OUT THAT HE HAS A 
TRAMPOLINE IN HIS BACKYARD...AND HE SAID 


WE CAN USE IT! 
YOU TALKED TO MIKE MILLER!? 


A TRAMPOLINE? THAT WE CAN 
USE? | KNEW HE WAS МІСЕ! 


TES GI 
Ez TOS | съ 


> — 


کے 


ARE YOU SURE YOU DON’T LIKE 
НИМ? "CAUSE / THINK YOU РО! 
RATS! 
WE SHOULDA 
ASKED HIM TO 
JUMP WITH US! 


Nr 


Шен 


м. 22 


ШЙ ШІ | TI 


PERHAPS THE ALL-POWERFUL ROSETTE 
ON MY UNDERSHIRT WILL LURE MY 
SUPERCRUSH INTO MY LOVING ARMS! 


(Bez 
TELE 


¡dl 


SNAGGED ON THE THORN OF 
THE ALL-POWERFUL ROSETTE! NI 


4 7 171. NA S 


It is a very bouncy summer. Sometimes | |...but most of the time, I jump with Martha. 
I jump on the trampoline by myself... == ج‎ 


LI ИД | 
WE SHOULD ASK mike Y |( Because vou LIKE HIM? 
__[- ТО JUMP WITH us [7 J 3 
SOMETIME! | 


HOW ABOUT TAG? үу 
ВЕТСНА CAN’T \ 
|| CATCH МЕ! dl 
AW. 


141 


ОН МО! WHAT HAPPENED? 
ARE YOU ОК? 


I THINK SO— 
I RAN RIGHT INTO 
THAT TREE! % 


UH...) THINK ШЕР 
BETTER SHOW 
YOUR МОМ... 


SA 


НЕ == 


тәр 
64 = 

а - = 
BX k. oS 
Фи 


Zep = 


come back from the doctor's office with eye medicine and а fancy eye patch. 


HEE HEE! SHE’LL LAUGH 
WHEN SHE SEES THIS! 


До, E 


à “u 


"Ұй 


Em AE X pip SHE Just THROW ир? IT X) 
= Le y. DOESN'T LOOK THAT BAD, DOES 172) 
ре 2 NEG 


РМ SO SORRY ABOUT YOUR EYE! 
LISTEN, MARTHA ISN’T REALLY UP 
TO TALKING JUST YET. SHE KIND 
OF THINKS THAT ALL OF THIS 
IS HER FAULT! 


ОН, BUT ІТ /SN'T HER FAULT! NOT | KNOW, HONEY, I KNOW. DON'T 
AT ALL! IT WAS AN АСС/РЕМТ!! WORRY. SHE'LL COME AROUND. 


I CAME OVER 
TO SHOW 
HER THAT 
РМ FINE! 
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Dear Martha, (ор 
Ңош аге Уи? Там fine, and 
NOT your 


I miss you. 


Love, (есе 


НІ, СЕСЕ. UM...MARTHA IS STILL UPSET. 
BUT SHE’LL COME AROUND. 16 THAT 


PLEASE WILL YOU 
GIVE IT TO HER? 


HER THAT CECE REALLY, REALLY 
MISSES HER AND THAT 

SHE DOESN’T BLAME 

MARTHA ONE BIT... 

OK, SURE. BYE. 


„им, YES, PATSY, | SEE. WELL, TELL ) 
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МАРТНА— 


E 


HEARD ANYTHING 
FROM MARTHA? 


NO. WILL YOU 
TRY CALLING HER 


Ifry to give Martha some time, but 
one week later, I'm back at her door. 
МУ EYE'S ALL BETTER! SURELY 
WHEN SHE SEES THAT, ЗНЕ 

[А BE MY FRIEND AGAIN! 
~ ARAS 


No T> کے‎ 


AA 


RAZR 00295 


MARTHA? UH, 1 GOTTA GO. | THINK 
LOOK! I'M ALL MY mom's CALLING ME... 
BETTER! NO 7 
MORE EYE 
PATCH! 


MARTHA, COME BACK HERE! ARE 
YOU GONNA BE LIKE THIS FOR 
THE REST OF THE SUMMER? 
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QUITTING!? You самт ро || 1 UNDID МУ N 

THAT! YOU Р/МК/Е SWORE! WHAT PINKIE SWEAR 
ABOUT THE PINKIE SWEAR?? \ WHEN 1 HURT 

à YOUR EYE, 

EL DEAFO! 

AND | JUST 

CAN'T DEAL 

WITH THE 

GUILT! 


BUT YOU DIDN’T HURT MY THEN /’M NOBODY. 
ЕУЕ! AND IT'S ALL BETTER! GOOD-BYE, EL DEAFO! 
IPS NOBODY’S е 


— m АМ 1 GONNA 


DO WITHOUT HER? 
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„AND STILL 
NOT EVEN A PEEP 
FROM MARTHA. 


SINKLEMANN? 
HUH. 
GEE UHIZ, 
SUMMER Is 
GONNA BE 
OVER SOON... 


WELL, YES! SHE'D LOVE 
THAT. YES—YES, ІТ HAS WANTS TO COME 
BEEN A LONG TIME... |{ OVER. YOU’RE NOT 
“BUSY” RIGHT NOW, 
SO | WENT AHEAD 


YES, GINNY. SHE’S BEEN CALLING ALL 
SUMMER! | THINK SHE WANTS TO MAKE 
UP WITH YOU, SO | SUGGEST YOU AT 

LEAST BE NICE TO HER, OK? 


GOOD GRIEF. 
THANKS A LOT, 
МОМ. REAL 
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| { SHE'S THE same 
AS EVER. ЕХСЕРТ... 
WHEN DID SHE 


HEY, I KNOW! WANNA JUMP ON A 
TRAMPOLINE? THE NEW KID ON THE 
STREET HAS ONE, AND HE'S REAL 
NICE ABOUT LETTING US USE IT! 


I HAV-EN’T SEEN YOU IN FOR- 
EV-ER! UM...ARE YOU STILL 
MAD AT ME? 


иве. 

I НАМЕ 
МО IDEA 
шнат то 
РО WITH 

HER! 


NAH. NOT 
REALLY. 


ГУЕАН, УОй САМ USE THE TRAMP. HEY, 


UM, WHO*S GONNA BE YOUR TEACHER 
NEXT YEAR? I GOT SINKLEMANN. 


SIGH. THAT 
UH... - 
WELL BYE, N T MIKE MILLER 15 
\ ADORABLE! 


ENN MEH SINN-A-‏ و 
MANN HASS 000!‏ 


HUH? 
OH, SORRY! 


MY CLASS! 


AND HE'S GONNA | MEAN, THAT'S 
RR BE IN МУ CLASS! GREAT! 


uns tl 
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COOL NEW 
SCHOOL 


|| [eum cr | SUPPLIES! 
A NEW Ш Ü 
TEACHER! R 

4 А SV, 


N 


CECE, CAN YOU HELP 
+ YOU PLUS ME 
МЕ WITH МУ AA EQUALS US, BABY! 


Y cote New е а 
BOYFRIEND? 


BUT WAIT A MINUTE! 

I ONLY WEAR THIS 
GIANT THING 
AT SCHOOL— 


HAS NEVER SEEN 
THE PHONIC EAR 
BEFORE! NO WAY 
IS HE EVER 
GONNA LIKE 
ME NOW! 


The first day back at school is always difficult: I have to walk past еуегуопе 5 desk 
to gi ive my new teacher the mi спа 


D qS, 


SAA 


Е there's one thing I hate, #5 showing the 
microphone to a teacher for the first time... 


Actually, it’s totally worth giving Mrs. Sinklemann the microphone each day. 
Otherwise, I would miss out on all the fun. She's an awesome teacher... 


! I'VE GOT A GIRL NAMED ВОМЕУ MALONEY... y | А 
~ VU SHE'S AS SKINNY AS 
a PIECE OF MACARO 


RL 


NS 


РМ SO THRILLED ТО | 2 
SHARE МУ BUTTERFLIES < «HIS FLESH IS 
WITH ALL OF YOU! і | ROTTING OFF 
| | | THOSE MEAN 
BONES, AND 
MAGGOTS ARE 
CREEPING IN HIS 


EYE SOCKETS 
AND CRAWLING 
OUT HIS 
NOSE HOLES... 


challenge v tr ж; 


couriieous IN ге 


jubi latiem 


ARE THOSE 
EN WORDS?! 
| 
S SS 
= 3 > 


= | 


e 


eim 


WHAT’S THE FIRST WORD ОМ \ 
THE BOARD? 1 CAN’T SEE ІТ! 1 


СОМЕ ЕКОМ? 
I THOUGHT 1 
WAS SAFE! 


А WHAT?! BUT | 
STUDIED SO HARD 
FOR THAT! 


1 DIDIZSNIFF—] I CAN’T CRY! NOT 
HONEST! WITH EVERYONE 
LOOKING AT ME! 
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THERE, ТНЕКЕ. GO СЕТА 
DRINK OF WATER, AND ТЕУ 
TO SETTLE DOWN. 


DID MIKE MILLER 
ACTUALLY SEE ME 
CRYING? | BET НЕ 
THINKS РМ A 
BIG BABY! 


AND МОШ SHE'S TREATING ME LIKE 
А CHEATER! AND OH NO! MOM AND 
PAD! WHAT WILL I TELL THEM? 
AND WILL THEY BELIEVE ME? 


1 return to my classroom, but before I 1 HOPE NO ONE'S LOOKING АТ МЕ! | CAN‘T 
open the door, I listen. EVEN Pod IF ANYONE'S LOOKING АТ МЕ! 


IT SOUNDS LIKE 
MRS. SINKLEMANN 
IS DOING MATH 
NOU. | GUESS y 


IT'S SAFE ТО Ic 
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IS ІТ TIME 
ТО СО HOME 
ALREADY? 
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им, 1 SAW MRS. SINKLEMANN JUST TEN 
MINUTES AGO AT THE GREEN MARKET. 
SHE TOLD ME WHAT HAPPENED. I KNEW 
YOU'D BE UPSET, SO I BOUGHT YOU 
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SOUNDS ТО ME LIKE YOU BETTER GET 


| COULDN'T SEE THE BOARD AND I 


ASKED GINNY FOR HELP AND MRS. YOUR EYES CHECKED. YOU MIGHT 
SINKLEMANN THOUGHT I NEED GLASSES! 

WAS CHEATING AND I СОТ YOU MEAN, YOU 

A ZERO! THAT'S WHAT е ELIEVE МЕ? 

HAPPENED! HONEST! 


OF COURSE | DO, 
CECE. NOW, LET 
ME PUT THE 
GROCERIES 
АШАУ... 


BUT, OH! THIS 
IS SO GOOD! 
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HOLY COW! 
LOOK AT 


ГИ 


Sure enough, Mom is right. On Saturday, I get glasses-and they аге incredible. 


| [1 
BEFORE 


We eat out that day, and at the restaurant I 
mouths clearer, too—even faraway mouths. 


discover that my glasses make everyone's 
I can lip-read like never before. 


OH MY GOODNESS! 
SHE JUST SAID SHE'S 


q] 
4 
VA 


с> 
A = 
REAL! THESE GLASSES а 
ARE AWESOME! 4 q 
Ne 


— | N 
E mw 


за 
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After lunch, I experiment with my glasses. Off and on, off and on, over and over. 


ТОШЕ! THESE SPELLBINDING 
SPECTACLES CAN SPOT MY SIDEKICK 
FROM MORE THAN A MILE AWAY! AND 

JUST WAIT TILL SHE YIELDS TO 

THEIR HYPNOTIC CHARMS! 


: ОН! | GOTTA GO— 


A. WHOA! 


| WILL BE YOUR SIDEKICK AND 
YOUR TRUE FRIEND AGAIN... 


AND NOW YOU WILL 
PINKIE SWEAR IT... 


REPEAT AFTER ME: YOU WILL 
BE MY SIDEKICK AND MY 
TRUE FRIEND AGAIN... 


! KNEW THIS 
WOULD WORK! 
SHE KNEW THIS 
WOULD WORK... 


MON, MARTHA, CHECK "ЕМ OUT! 
rm KINDA LIKE HELEN KELLER "LITE" 
NOW, HEH HEH! 


THAT'S THE SECOND TIME "МЕ MADE 
\_MARTHA THROW UP! 1 DON'T THINK 


| 
m ЖУ», 
(р 
I1 
1 
ИТ...) THINK YOUR GLASSES MAKE 
YOU LOOK LIKE JOHN LENNON... 


(0204) 


\ 
| 3 
4 
1 


EEE == <= ОД HE EVEN KNOWS ABOUT THE BEATLES! 
р “| Г 4 SIEH... 
¿HAN (су: > а 


“үн "р" [S] 
У 


1 AM SEEING MIKE MILLER 
BETTER! AND HE'S EVEN 
CUTER IN FOCUS! 


| 


| SS 


ПУ AH! KNOWLEDGE 
15 POWER! 229 
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( PO vou KNOW CECE? T EUR 7 wo! 1 mean THE SMARTEST 
YOU MEAN THAT KID IN THE WHOLE SCHOOL! 
2 d 


ECELIA 
LEMAN 
N 


...except one: Physical Education, also known as Р.Е. КА Mv». 
NOT SATISFACTORY?! ШНАТ?!! 


NO WAY CAN 1 HIT THAT! | 


TOE PABAW ) | ИЕЛЕН 


Y 
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INTO TWO TEAMS FOR SOME 
MAJOR KICKBALL ACTION! 


“ 
` 


7 UH...DON’T FORGET 
4 THE MICROPHONE, | 
/ 
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Luckily. ше don't have Р.Е. every day. But today ше do—and we're playing kickball. 


(б ләш ера 
0 41 


N 


| 
q 
BLAH WU 
Оста 3 


BeETT! » EE 


FIPPA || 
I sneak in a little break during the game, and 4 


suddenly, I hear Mr. Potts talking to himself. Ме 
AD, J DANG MICROPHONE'S ALL У 
TANGLED UP IN MY WHISTLE! 
LL JUST—OOPS! A 


I watch as the microphone falls toward the Hardest Surface т the Known Universe— 
the gym floor! 


WHOOPSIE! Ir 
НЕН НЕН... 


WHOOPSIE?! 
IS THAT ALL 
YOU'VE Gor? 


...and she never stays still. Even with my 
glasses, I can barely see enough to lip-read.| 


1 SAW MOOLEE ООМА! 
MOOLEE OOMA HEY, HEY... 


1 don't understand anything now. Mrs. 
Sinklemann seems so far away... 


ted reed 


Thank goodness Mrs. Sinklemann is 
sympathetic. 
ye. 


| WROTE DOWN 
YOUR HOMEWORK... 

IT'LL BE BETTER 
TOMORROW, | BET! 
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WE’RE SENPING THE MICROPHONE 
AND YOUR HEARING AID TO 
MARYLAND. 1 GUESS YOU’LL HAVE 
TO WEAR YOUR BEHIND-THE-EAR 
AIDS TO SCHOOL 
FOR A WHILE. 


FOR HOW 
b LONG? 
< 


С? 


t. 


-UH-HUH, | SEE. SILVER SPRING, 
MARYLAND? OK, LET ME GET 
A PENCIL... 


UM...EVERYTHING WILL COME BACK 
I WON'T BE ABLE 
TO US IN THE MAIL IN FOUR TO ТО UNDERSTAND 
ANYTHING! 
PLL FAIL 
EVERYTHING! 


FOUR TO SIX WEEKS WITHOUT 
МУ SUPERPOWERS? | DON'T 
KNOW WHAT /"/] GONNA DO, 

EITHER—BUT ІТ AIN'T 
GONNA BE PRETTY! 
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1 GUESS | 
SHOULD ВЕ 
НАРРУ ТО НАУЕ 
THESE AIDS. BUT 
HOW AM I GONNA 
UNDERSTAND MRS. 
SINKLEMANN? 
PM NOT THAT 
GOOD AT 
LIP-READING! 


ARGH! | CAN'T FOLLOW THE BOOK IF 
SHE’S COVERING HER FACE WITH IT! 
AND I THINK | JUST MISSED THE ENDING! 
АОН, FOUR TO SIX WEEKS? OF THIS?, 


SZ 


ла“ 5 


Y 


Ey 
| И J MRS. SINKLEMANN 
TOLD ME TO TELL YOOO THAT 
WE’VE GOT PEE-EE NEXT. 
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Today т Р.Е., ше are supposed to do tests for the Presidential Physical Fitness Award. 
HE SAYS THE GIRLS HAVE TO 


DO “FLEXED-ARM HANGS" 
LIKE BECK-Y IS DO-ING! 


A flexed-arm hang means you have to stay in a pull-up position and keep your chin 
over the bar for as long as you can stand it! 


обе 


Now it's my turn. ШАУ ALRIGHT, BELL. LET'S SEE WHAT 


LOOK OUT, POTTS! 
PREPARE TO BE 
AMAZED! 2 


...МУ GOOD GRADES... 


THAT MAN HAS COST ME 
MY SUPERPOWERS... 


SECONDS! 
1 AM 
EL DEAFO! 
LAMA 
CHAMPION! 


OUR GREAT NATION PRESENTS 
THIS PHYSICAL FITNESS AWARD 
ТО YOU, EL DEAFO, FOR YOUR 

REMARKABLE FEATS OF 


( 


V bad /( sixrv-FouR SECONDS!? wow! 
J^ THANK YOU, 
А А ADORING PUBLIC! 
м £ AZ 


» 
te 
¡E 2, 
3, 
Э 
~ 


HEY! DID HE 
JUST GIVE ME 
"en 


ө, 


L Lam h: 
SATISFACTORY! 


SIXTY-FOUR SECONDS! YOU’LL НАМЕ ТО ТЕЦ. DAD 
ABOUT THAT WHEN HE GETS BACK FROM HIS TRIP! 


WELL, HI, k— ) HOU 
T7 THE уныш 


со-С BRING ME? 


I EVEN MAYBE 
WRAPPED IT! IT'S A NEW 
PHONIC 
ЕАК! 
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THE SUSPENSE WHOR! THAT’S NOT 
IS KILLING ME! 
IT'S A PENCIL! 
А CURLY 
PENCIL! 


GEE, DAD! A CURLY PENCIL! 
РУЕ NEVER SEEN ANYTHING 
LIKE IT! ITS AWESOME! 
THANKS, DAD! 


GLAD YOU 
LIKE IT! 


OH MAN! IT WRITES LIKE 
A REAL PENCIL, TOO! 
THAT IS SO COOL! 


TO SHOW THIS 
TO EVERYBODY 
AT SCHOOL 
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GEE, THAT’S 
« \REALLY COOL! 


ven Mike Mille ‘essed. Swoon! — 
THAT'S 
AMAZING! 


ДОЕ MIKE MILLER! AGAIN! 


BWAH—WAH! ES 
— 


CURLY PENCIL ОМ 
PURPOSE! SO I'M 
THROWING ІТ AWAY! 


THAT’S TERRIBLE! YOU CAN CERTAINLY WELL, ASHLEY 

STAY HOME TODAY, IF YOU WANT TO... AND SARAH CAN 
TAKE YOU ON 
THEIR WAY TO 
SCHOOL... 


МИ HOW АМ I СОММА РАСЕ ENT / 
EVERYBODY NOW? 
Е | = 
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When I get to school, I go to the gym like always and sit in the bleachers. But по way 
er. 


(TS 
= И | 


viw 
D 


But suddenly, out of the corner of my eye, I see 
somebody coming—it’s Johnnie! And he's being 
pushed toward me by MIKE MILLER! 


I stare straight ahead and try not 
to cry anymore. 
UY 


Nu? 


ABOUT THE 
PENCIL. 
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V BON KNOW WHAT UM, LISTEN. РМ SORRY 


ABOUT WHAT HAPPENED. 
IT WAS A REALLY COOL 
PENCIL. | DON'T KNOW 
WHY HE FELT LIKE HE 

HAD TO DO THAT! 


- SHOULD | FEEL HAPPINESS, OR SHAME, BECAUSE 
BECAUSE MIKE MILLER REALLY 
IS NICE AND MIGHT ACTUALLY THE WHOLE THING... 


..АМР HE JUST FEELS AND NOW HE’S GONE. MIKE MILLER 
SORRY FOR ME AND MY WAS SITTING RIGHT HERE BESIDE ME, 
WHOLE CRYBABY AND I NEVER SAID A WORD! RATS. 


YOU FEEL 
BETTER. 


| SAID, MIS-SUS SINK-LE- 
MANN SAYS IT'S TIME FOR 
МЕН-ЕН SIN-A-MANN EZZ| | ОИ/-ЕТ MATH! 
ETTS IME OR HIE-ETT 
mAAAAAAA... 


SO THEN 
ID... 


1 


МОТ ONLY IS SCHOOL 
HARD WITHOUT THE 
PHONIC EAR, IT'S 
BORING, TOO! 
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НАМЕ! STAND ма, THEM, 2 
( AND GUIDE THEM... С 


p == pics 
2 то“ zs 


1% 
жад 
Аы A 
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ا 


Uh-oh. Mrs. Sinklemann stands in front of | | PAUL, J.P., MIKE, BECKY, MANDY— 
her giant apple painted on the blackboard. | |M WRITING YOUR NAMES 


...AND AS YOU KNOW, А FEW ROTTEN SPOTS SPOIL THE WHOLE THING. 7 
GOOPNESS. LET'S PUT OUR THINGS AWAY AND GET READY FOR LUNCH. 7 


MIKE SURE LOOKS EMBARRASSED. 

I WISH | COULD TALK TO HIM AND 

MAKE HIM FEEL BETTER. BUT HE ` 
PROBABLY THINKS I’M A BIG (ин... тке? | 


THANKS FOR WHAT 


YOU PID THIS MORNING"! 


JUST Si 


COME ON! 
TALK! 


YEAH*? PATHETIC! HOW САМ 


| EVER BE FRIENDS WITH HIM IF 1 


“ат, 


ІІМ READY ТО ЕАТ! 


CAN’T EVEN TALK ТО НІМ? RATS. 
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Every day after school, I ask Mom the same question, and I get the same answer: 


OH, MY PRECIOUS! HOW COULD 
I HAVE EVER BEEN АЗНАМЕР 
OF YOU? LIFE HAS BEEN 
A MESS WITHOUT YOU 
AND THE MICROPHONE! 


ОН, IT'S BACK! HOW LOVELY! 


NOW THAT | CAN HEAR 
AND UNDERSTAND MRS. 
SINKLEMANN AGAIN, 
SCHOOL'S GONNA 
BE A BREEZE! 


AS YOU MAY KNOW, 
THE SIXTH-GRADERS 
ARE GIVING A 
PRESENTATION CALLED 
"THE WONDERFUL 
WORLD OF BOOKS." 
IT'S A BIG PART OF 
OUR SCHOOL-WIDE 
"READING IS FUN” 
CAMPAIGN. 


THE FIRST STUDENT 
УЕ SELECTED IS... 


CECE BELL! 


MIKE IS KINDA 
SHORT. COULD 


THE SIXTH-GRADE 
TEACHERS HAVE 
REQUESTED TWO 
FIFTH-GRADERS “ОМ 
THE SMALLISH SIDE" 
TO POSE AS GIANT 
BOOKENDS ON THE 
STAGE DURING THE 
PRESENTATION. 


ON STAGE AND 
EVERYTHING? 


CECE AND MIKE— Я 
I WILL LET YOUR «AS THEY'LL 
MOMS KNOW... NEED TO GET 
YOU SOME 


MATCHING 
PAJAMAS. 


WHAT!? MATCHING PAJAMAS? IN 
FRONT OF THE WHOLE SCHOOL? 
AND NO WAY АМ | 

SMALLISH SIDE"! 


1 DON'T WANT TO WEAR 
PAJAMAS IN FRONT OF 

А | THE WHOLE SCHOOL, 
EITHER. HOWEVER... 


MIKE MILLER. 
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A few days later, after school... 


WELL, HI! LISTEN, DON’T START YOUR 
HOMEWORK YET. WE’RE GOING TO 

THE MILLERS’ HOUSE TO 

SET THE PAJAMAS THAT r 


MRS. MILLER BOUGHT 


..AND HERE ARE MIKE'S PAJAMAS! 


АИК 


Y& (UH, THOSE PAJAMAS ARE KINDA 
Y GOOFY, DON'T YOU THINK? 
Г] ^ra ЕС 
АТИ 


P PA Look д ER /2 


"Pn LL к 
50 сите! fmm 


THAT’S US. YOU READY? 


CLASS, WE’LL BE 
GOING TO THE GYM 
IN TWENTY MINUTES. 
MIKE AND CECE, YOU 

GO ON AHEAD... 


We grab our pajamas and silently head to the restrooms to change. Well, almost silently. 
Thanks to the Phonic Ear, I can still hear Mrs. Sinklemann talking to our class. 


All the classes file т. The sixth-graders start singing. Mike and 1 sit. And sit. And sit. 
Suddenly, І hear something weird... 


( 7 OOGA LOO MA 
f соова mooo, 
AN LALA MA y 


iari Peach 
— 


The presentation ends. Тһе sixth-graders take а Бош, and so do ше. 


| SEE MRS. SINKLEMANN 
HAS COME BACK. HOPE SHE 
HAD FUN IN THE POTTY! OH! 
| GOTTA STOP GIGGLING! 


| HOPE I NEVER 
SEE THESE PAJAMAS 
AGAIN! LET’S JUST 
LEAVE THEM HERE 
IN THE BAGS. 


Г so...umm. WHAT WERE YOU 

GIGGLING ABOUT UP THERE? SHOULD I TELL HIM? 

VVE NEVER TALKED TO 

ANYONE ABOUT THIS 
STUFF. AND I CAN'T EVEN 
BEGIN TO TALK TO HIM. 
I WISH | REALLY 2/2 HAVE 
SUPERPOWERS! THEN IT 
WOULD ALL BE 
SO EASY! 


СЕСЕ, GO AHEAD `` 
AND TELL HIM! 
TELL HIM WHAT 
YOU CAN DO! 


/ MIGHT BE 
THE ONE WITH 
SUPERPOWERS, 
BUT GUESS UHAT?/ `` 


SO COME ON! TELL HIM! \ 2 | |) SAID, аве you OK? 
TELL HIM THAT YOU HAVE | 
N. ам AMAZING ABILITY! Y ; 
x NI 
OH НАУ? 42:2: NY 
N N SÁ 6 АШ 
А 6 £ i| 


5 
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F um...UH..YOU ASKED WHAT І WAS YOU KNOW THAT MICROPHONE 
GIGGLING ABOUT EARLIER. WELL... MRS. SINKLEMANN WEARS? AND— 
| НАМЕ AN AMAZING ABILITY! AHEM—THIS THING THAT | WEAR? 


Жеке Б 


THEY ARE SO POWERFUL... 
Na 


WELL, SOMEHOW THEY WORK «THAT I CAN HEAR MRS. SINKLEMANN 
TOGETHER TO HELP МЕ HEAR WHEREVER SHE IS IN THE 
MRS. SINKLEMANN BETTER. AND ENTIRE SCHOOL BUILDING! 
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THAT IS JUST SO COOL! IT’S HOW ABOUT YOU COME ТО MY 
HOUSE AFTER SCHOOL TODAY? 


OR SOMETHING! | WANT TO TRY SOMETHING... 
= бок m) "© 
ста 
o | 
oy 


7 


I MEAN, UH, SURE. 
AHEM. YEAH! 


MY FIRST DATE! y THIS JUST 
GETS BETTER 
pS AND BETTER! 
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ye 
+ mor 2 


* 


FOR YOU, MY DARLING, . m ..AND A SINGLE ROSE. ITS BEAUTY 
SWEET CHOCOLATES... ka SHALL NE’ER SURPASS THAT OF THE 
x a=", ж * Ў ONE YOU WEAR UPON YOUR BREAST! 
» 
Y 


NOT QUITE 
WHAT I HAD 


1 WANNA DO A LITTLE EXPERIMENT. /’LL 
WEAR THE MICROPHONE AND WALK 

DOWNTOWN. YOU STAY HERE. /'LL TALK 
THE WHOLE TIME, AND YOU CAN LISTEN. 
THEN WE’LL KNOW JUST HOW STRONG 


Itake my school stuff home and then 
head right over to Mike’s house. 


HEY! OH, GOOD! YOU'VE 
СОТ THE MICROPHONE! 


TING, TESTI 
И NEAR МЕ 
С’ 


Mike heads downtown, and I listen. 
KNOW YOU CAN PROBABLY STILL 
ЕЕ AT PAN’S HOUSE Ad 
—— ge 
; (i) — 
BUT I'LL 
TAKE IT! 
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Minutes pass. Then Suzie, а neighborhood 
kid, appears. 
pi HEY, CECE! WHATCHA DOIN’? 
(ҰС SHOULD ı TELL HER? 
| ў 
|| 


EZ | TOLD MIKE MILLER, 
AND HE WAS OK 
| 7 = A А 


NEAT! EVEN / š 27 
DIDN'T KNOW ті en 1 CAN TELL 
IT COULD GO u > OTHER PEOPLE 


THAT FAR! 


| GOTTA ADMIT, 
THIS IS PRETTY 


A few more minutes pass, and Suzie's 
friend Helen appears. 


I decide to take a chance. I explain the 
whole thing to Suzie. And she says: 


(CSERIOUSLY?! THAT'S AMAZING: 
) 777) WHERE 15 MIKE NOW? 
| = SET: 
о 


ТАТ THE BIG 
SAP (E URCH...ANG 


2 


СЕСЕ 5 MICROPHONE THING 
7 AND HE’S WALKING 
DOWNTOWN AND 

TALKING, AND SHE 

САМ HEAR IT ALL! 


WHAT'S HAPPENING? ) РА 
|f irs so COOL! СЕСЕ IS `Y 
Ки LISTENING TO MIKE... 


And then another kid shows up. But not just any kid—it’s Martha! 


1 

ТТ I 

WHAT'S EVERYBODY DOING? )— | Ш | | | | | 

MIKE’S USING CECE'S ТМ" 
MICROPHONE THING 


D 
he SHE CAN HEAR. EVERYTHING HE SAYS! 


AND HE'S TALKING TO HE'S AT THE 
HER WHILE HE WALKS PAWN SHOP 
DOWNTOWN! ~ Е Es RIGHT NOW! 
(| b a = 
5j www ха Y 
uw || 


STUFF FOR MY МОМ АТ 
THE GREEN MARKET. ТП 


[> V 
IT DOES KINDA 
SOUND LIKE FUN. 


~ 
PLEASE STA р 
PLEASE STAY ва 


PLEASE STAY 5 
A 


WHAT A STRANGE DAY! PAJAMAS АТ 
SCHOOL. A "DATE" WITH MIKE MILLER. 
EVERYONE THINKS THE PHONIC EAR 
IS COOL. AND MARTHA DIDN'T 


OH. WELL, | GUESS WE'LL GO PLAY 
SOME KICKBALL. LET US KNOW IF 122) 


AND NOW THERE’S SO MUCH STATIC! 
MIKE MUST HAVE GONE FARTHER 


BUT WAIT! HE'S 
BACK! AND THE 
MICROPHONE 
15 PICKING UP 
L ANOTHER VOICE! 


ИН...) BETTER NOT. 
НИН? UHY NOT? 


PLEASE SAY 
SOMETHING 
TO ME! 
ANYTHING! 
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1 CAN'T TALK TO HER! YOU SEE, І Ñ 
HURT HER EYE LAST SUMMER, AND 
JT TOTALLY FREAKED ME OUT! 


1 MEAN, SHE ALREADY LOST HER Ü ` 
HEARING, AND SHE'LL NEVER GET 


1 KNOW THAT NOW. BUT I WAS so 


AFRAID OF HURTIN& HER AGAIN THAT, 


THERE, WAITING 
FOR YOU! 


AND NOW I'VE STAYED AWAY SO LONG 
THAT SHE DOESN'T LIKE ME ANYMORE! 
4 


MARTHA! YOU SILLY! | HEARD EVERYTHING YOU SAID! 1 DON’T 
OF COURSE I STILL 
LIKE YOU! 


CARE ABOUT MY EYE! | JUST WANT TO 
BE FRIENDS AGAIN. PLEASE? PLEASE?! 


PLEASE, MARTHA? PLEASE SAY 
WE CAN BE FRIENDS AGAIN! 


UM... GLAD YOU'RE NOT MAD. BUT— 
ОН! | DON'T KNOW WHAT ТО DO! AND 


UM, | DIDN'T REALLY BELIEVE YOU АТ 
FIRST, BUT OUR EXPERIMENT PROVED 
IT! THIS THING IS STRONG! 


RATS. WELL, AT LEAST 
SHE TALKED ТО МЕ 


...АМР HECK, 
MIKE MILLER 3 
IS TALKING 
TO ME 
NOW! 


SINKLEMANN’S 
APPLE! 


„AFTER ALL, THANKS TO 
HIS “EXPERIMENT,” THE 
NEIGHBORHOOD KIDS 
THINK I’M COOL... 


«AND MARTHA 
SPOKE TO ME... 


... AND—GEE! 
HE'S AN 
ABSOLUTE 
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The next morning on the bus, I save а HEY, CECE! 
seat for Marth IS THIS SEAT 


| JUST KNOW 
I САМ CONVINCE 
HER ТО BE 
FRIENDS AGAIN! 


YOU KNOW WHAT I KEEP YOUR HEARING AID AND THAT 
THINKING ABOUT? MICROPHONE! THEY'RE SO COOL! 


COOL/? WOW! BUT 
DOES HE THINK /M 
COOL, TOO? 


SO...I'VE GOT A PLAN. WHEN 
MRS. SINKLEMANN LEAVES 
TODAY FOR QUIET MATH, 
YOU CAN USE YOUR STUFF 
TO LISTEN OUT FOR HER. 
WE CAN ALL HAVE FUN 
UNTIL YOU TELL US 

SHE'S COMING BACK! 
YOU'LL ВЕ A HERO! 

WHAT D’YA SAY? 
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Once I'm at school, though, Im not so sure about Mike's big plan. I can't concentrate 
on anything, not even on what Mrs. Sinklemann is saying. 

WHAT НАМЕ | JUST AGREED ТО DO? AND 

WHAT IF IT DOESN'T WORK? AND—OH/— 

WHAT IF I GET IN B/G TROUBLE? 


MIKE AND THE NEIGHBORHOOD KIDS 
THINK MY HEARING AID IS COOL— 
BUT WHAT IF MY CLASSMATES 


BE A 


Suddenly, Mrs. Sinklemann's voice 15 all 1 o 
CLASS, IT'S TI, TO 
v ТЕ ` |= ВЕ GOOD, EVERYONE! 


RUT YOUR ART PLL BE BACK IN 


ТІ 5 d 
QUIET ATH. is TWENTY MINUTES! 


STARTING SOON! 


WHAT!? 
ALREADY? 


I hear the tap of Mrs. Sinklemann's shoes as she goes 
Баш the EE Can I с do what Mike wants me to do? 
> 4 AR D 
uw ҒА ОҢЫ, a 
ANSA TA 
= Z SS E Bi а S. 


| MEA <> 


(моа пай Оқ, EVERYBODY. 
DE m 


аи > 


N W 


СЕСЕ 5 HEARING AID LETS HER HEAR MRS. SINKLEMANN OH BOY. WHAT’S 
WHEREVER SHE IS IN THE WHOLE BUILDING! SO EVERYBODY GONNA 
CECE’S GONNA LISTEN OUT FOR HER AND TELL US THINK OF ME 
WHEN SHE’S COMING BACK! WE CAN SNEAK BACK 
ТО OUR DESKS—AND MRS. SINKLEMANN 
WILL NEVER HAVE то KNOW! 


г: ви, A 


Т 
y Ut 
IM 


Niles 
al 


ACT RN zl КА 


BUT HURRY! WE’VE 

ONLY GOT ABOUT 

FIFTEEN MINUTES! 
n N W 


4 8 


FUNNY—I MAY BE INSIDE THE ` BUT IT'S NOT SO 
BUBBLE OF LONELINESS... „ LONELY ANYMORE! 


у 


\ WOULD YOU 
VM. MIMEOGRAPH 


AND JUST WAIT TILL THEY ALL 
FIND OUT THAT / CAN HEAR MRS. 


NO WAY!!! THAT'S HILARIOUS! 
HEY, EVERYBODY! CECE CAN 
HEAR MRS. SINKLEMANN 
USING THE BATHROOM! 


UM...CAN YOU STILL HEAR HER? 
1 MEAN, LIKE, WHERE IS MRS. 
SINKLEMANN NOW? 


WELL—AHEM— 
SHE'S IN THE 
BATHROOM! 

jm 


IT'S CRAZY! FOR SO LONG, I'VE WISHED THAT / 
COULD HEAR LIKE THEY DO. BUT / HAVE SOMETHING 
THEY DON'T HAVE—SUPERPOWERS! AND 


And now I have to warn ту classmates 
that she's headed our way! 


4 TIME IS RUNNING OUT! 
жж МА ITS NOW OR NEVER! 
25 TELL THEM! 

/ 2 г. | 


THIS САМ ONLY 
MEAN ONE THING: 
MRS. SINKLEMANN’S 


But I never do stuff like this! I could get | 
іп so much trouble! A NEED YOUR HELP. 


ж N [IS so шнат!? THIS BE A HERO! 
15 YOUR PART 
f Е OF THE PLAN! \ | 
۵ Y >= 
А 


Seger 
SEE м 


IS IT MY IMAGINATION, OR IS GINNY 
FINALLY TALKING TO ME IN A 
NORMAL WAY? THERE’S 

HOPE FOR US YET! 


PSST! THAT WAS SO COOL! HOW Y 
COME YOU NEVER TOLD ME YOU у 
COULD DO THAT? ----1 F — 7 


ne 
7а 


5 
Н... DUNNO. 


UM, ANYWAY...MIKE TOLD ME TO TELL YOU ) 
THAT HE WAS RIGHT! YOU’RE A HERO! p 


T7---— NC] - 


N 


OF COURSE I'M A HERO— 


I AM EL DEAFO! 
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IT'S CRAZY! YESTERDAY | WAS 
SCARED TO DO THE PLAN. , 


¢ PLL LISTEN OUT ҒО 
= - 


Ñ 


MRS. SINKLEMANN 
US OVER AT THE RUG. 


CLASS, WE’RE DOING 
SOMETHING SPECIAL 
TODAY. SO YOU'LL 
BE HAPPY TO HEAR 
THAT THIS MEANS 
THERE WILL BE 

NO QUIET MATH! 


МУ GOODNESS! | HAD 
NO IDEA THAT YOU ALL 
ENJOY QUIET MATH SO 
MUCH! HOW LOVELY! 


/ 7 
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"READING IS FUN” CAMPAIGN! [RIGHT now! 
OUR GUIDANCE COUNSELOR, ГД HELLO, 
MRS. CATAWBA, IS GOING CHILDREN! 
TO VISIT US THIS À : 

MORNING. SHE'LL 

ВЕ SHARING HER 

FAVORITE BOOK 

WITH YOU— 


IT'S TIME FOR MORE OF OUR (ate OH! HERE SHE 15, )] 


TODAY WE WILL BE READING FROM THIS GROAN. I'VE SEEN 
WONDERFUL BOOK, Т.А. FOR TOTS. ) THIS BOOK BEFORE. 
N у SO CORNY. 


е) Ци: 


HERE’S HOW ІТ WORKS: IF ЗОМЕОМЕ BUT THAT FEELING YOU GET WHEN 

SAYS SOMETHING NICE TO YOU, OR SOMEONE 15 MEAN TO YOU, OR HURTS 
GIVES YOU А HUG, YOU FEEL GOOD, YOU? THAT'S A COLD PRICKLY! 
RIGHT? THAT FEELING IS A WARM FUZZY! BRRRRRR! 
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GOODNESS, NO! NOW, 

GO BACK TO YOUR 
DESKS, AND РЦ. PASS 
OUT THE MATERIALS... 


TODAY WE'LL BE AND COLD PRICKLIES, 
MAKING OUR OWN TOO? | ШАММА MAKE 
WARM FUZZIES OUT М ONE OF THOSE! Д 


OF POM-POM BALLS! Lm] 


N 


YOU’LL ALL BE GETTING ONE 
OF THESE PAPER BAGS, TOO. 
$ | WANT YOU ТО 
PERSONALIZE IT. 
MAKE IT you! 


STILL PRETTY CORNY— 
BUT AT LEAST WE GET 
TO MAKE SOMETHING! 


ONCE YOU’VE MADE YOUR BAG AND SOME 
M. WARM FUZZIES, YOU'LL EXCHANGE FUZZIES 
\ WITH YOUR FRIENDS. YOU CAN 
KEEP YOUR FUZZIES IN YOUR 
BAG—AND YOU’LL FEEL 
GOOD ALL DAY! 
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| FEEL SO 
DIFFERENT 

ABOUT A 

WHAT A CRAZY COUPLE LOT OF 
OF DAYS IT'S BEEN! THINGS... 


...| EVEN FEEL 
DIFFERENT 
ABOUT THE 

PHONIC EAR! 


AND ON THE BACK— 
A TOP SECRET 
PICTURE OF ME! 
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NOW-ON ТО THE 
WARM FUZZIES! 


VAN HALEN!? THAT CRUMMY ROCK 
GROUP? WHAT HAPPENED TO HIM 
LIKING THE BEATLES? VAN HALEN? 
MAYBE WE'D BE BETTER OFF BEING 
JUST FRIENDS... 


HEY, CECE! CHECK IT OUT! 
IT'S THE VAN HALEN LOGO! 


NS 


Г 


PM CALLING ‘EM WORM FUZZIES! Y] 
GET IT? WORM? 


WOW! HE GETS IT! MAYBE LL SHOW HIM 
MY DRAWING OF EL DEAFO LATER—BUT 
РМ NOT SURE ANYONE WOULD Ў 


START MAKING 
SOME WORMS! 


ГМ GONNA MAKE A LOT OF THESE H THIS ОМЕ 5 МУ 
THINGS, 'CAUSE | WANNA GIVE FAVORITE! MAYBE 
1 PLL KEEP IT... 


и) 
C» 
N 


al | 
4 


К 


ALRIGHTY, EVERYONE! 
LEAVE YOUR BAGS ON 
YOUR DESKS, GRAB YOUR 
FUZZIES, AND START 
SHARING SOME GOOD 
FEELINGS! 


N 
Апа I make sure to put one in Ginny's Бад... | |...and in Mike's bag. too. 


Lia ( 5НЕ МАУ BUG МЕ 
SOMETIMES...BUT 1 
SHE REALLY IS А 
GOOD FRIEND. 
I NEED ТО BE 
NICER TO HER! 


BACK ТО YOUR DESKS, 
EVERYONE! LOOK IN 
YOUR BAGS, AND ENJOY 
THE GOOD FEELINGS! 


7 


AND—OH! А WORM FUZZY! 
I WAS HOPING РР GET ONE! 


_ (CHILDREN, 1 MUST GO—BUT REMEMBER: КЕСЕТ? I'M KEEPING 
Іше YOU САМ REGIFT YOUR FUZZIES! THIS ONE—EVEN IF HE 
( SPREAD THE JOY! DOES LIKE VAN HALEN... 


p 


p. A 
...And the feeling gets me through the ...and even when I run into a certain person. 
whole day. Even when Гт in P.E.... 


HEY, LAURA—LONG TIME NO SEE. a0) 
ні, MR. POTTS. WANT A WARM FUZZY? 


CAREFUL! JX 


I 
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—MARTHA! VE GOT SOMETHING 


IT'S А WARM FUZZY—MY BEST ONE! 


IT'S ADORABLE, 
ACTUALLY. 
THANK YOU. 


BUT IT WAS AWFUL WHEN YOU 
WEREN’T TALKING TO ME. 


MARTHA! I'VE NEVER 
BEEN MAD AT You! 


IT'S JUST—I FELT SO BAD ABOUT 
YOUR EYE. WHAT IF I'D MADE YOU 
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AND THEN AFTER A WHILE, I FELT I THINK WE SHOULD START OVER! 
LIKE YO ST НАТ! 5 
EXORTUS HME МЕ REALLY? BUT WHAT 


OH, MARTHA. | DON'T IF | РО SOMETHING 
HATE YOU. NOT AT ALL! STUPID AGAIN? 


ОК. I THINK IT’S FINALLY TIME ТО TELL YOU ALL ABOUT... 


3 | 
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Me ет Ла Ам КЕН 


People сап become deaf in many different ways. Some аге born 
deaf, to either deaf or hearing parents. Some are exposed to one 
big, loud noise, and they lose their hearing immediately. Some 
might be exposed to lots of noise over a long period of time, and 
they lose their hearing gradually. Some might get sick with some 
illness or another and lose their hearing as a result of the disease. 

Each deaf person also has a different amount of deafness— 
how much he or she can hear without the assistance of a hearing 
aid or a cochlear implant. One can be mildly deaf, moderately deaf, 
severely deaf, or profoundly deaf. 

But more important than how the hearing loss happened, or 
how much hearing loss a deaf person has, is what a deaf person 
might choose to do with his or her hearing loss. In other words, 
there are lots of different ways to be deaf. And there is no right or 
wrong way. 

Some deaf people are members of what is known as the 
Deaf community, also known as Deaf culture. Members of the Deaf 
community view their deafness as a difference, but it's a good 
difference, not a disability. Deafness is a condition that doesn't 
need to be fixed. Those in the Deaf community might—or might 
not—use hearing aids and cochlear implants to amplify sounds and 
speech. Sign language is the preferred means of communication in 
the Deaf community; Deaf people might—or might not—choose (or 
be able) to speak orally. 

Other deaf people, however, do want to "fix" their hearing loss. 
They amplify their residual hearing with the help of hearing aids or 
cochlear implants. They may speak and read lips, and may or may 
not supplement their speech with sign language. They might think 
of their deafness as a difference, and they might, either secretly 
or openly, think of it as a disability, too. 


And, | am sure, there аге plenty of deaf people who would 
read the descriptions above and not recognize themselves at all. 
| am an expert оп no one’s deafness but my own. 

| myself am “severely to profoundly” deaf, the result of a 
brief illness when | was four years old. While I'm fascinated Бу 
Deaf culture, | have not, as yet, pursued a direct role in it. Since | 
could hear and speak before | got sick, my parents were able to 
make decisions for me that kept me mostly in the hearing world. 
Their choices, and the choices that | made for myself later, helped 
me become pretty comfortable there. But | wasn't always so 
comfortable. 

El Deafo is based on my childhood (and on the secret 
nickname | really did give myself back then). It is in по way а 
representation of what all deaf people might experience. It's also 
important to note that while | was writing and drawing the book, 
| was more interested in capturing the specific feelings | had as 
a kid with hearing loss than in being 100 percent accurate with 
the details. Some of the characters іп the book are exactly how | 
remember them; others are composites of more than one person. 
Some of the events in the book are in the right order; others got 
mixed up a bit. Some of the conversations are real; others, well, 
ain't. But the way І fe/t as а kid—that feeling is all true. | was а 
deaf kid surrounded by kids who could hear. | felt different, and 
in my mind, being different was not a good thing. | secretly, and 
openly, believed that my deafness, in making me so different, was 
a disability. And | was ashamed. 

As | grew up, however, | made some positive discoveries 
about deafness and about myself. I'm no longer ashamed of being 
deaf, nor do | think of myself as someone with a disability. Гуе even 
developed a real appreciation for sign language. To the kid me, 


being deaf was а defining characteristic, one | tried to hide. Now 
it defines a smaller part of me, and | don't try to hide it—much. 
Today, | view my deafness as more of an occasional nuisance, and 
oddly enough, as a gift: | can turn off the sound of the world апу 
time | want, and retreat into peaceful silence. 

And being different? That turned out to be the best part of 
all. | found that with a little creativity, and a lot of dedication, any 
difference can be turned into something amazing. Our differences 


are our superpowers. 
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| wish there was enough room on these pages to acknowledge 
every friend, every family member, and every person who was nice 
to me at one point or another. If you are one of the above, consider 
yourself acknowledged, and heartily! 

A lot of people helped me create and promote this book: 

Susan Van Metre believed іп E/ Deafo when it was just a typed 
outline on two pieces of paper. She guided the book through every 
stage, and became a true friend along the way. 

College ра! David Lasky brought the book to Ше with his 
expert coloring and masterful shadow making. David's pal Frank М. 
Young assisted him a bit with a few of the later chapters. 

Chad W. Beckerman and Katie Fitch used their estimable super- 
powers to put together this beautiful book. Caitlin Keegan came up 
with the gorgeous cover design. Sara Corbett guided the interior in 
the initial stages and was one of the earliest fans of the book. 

Jen Graham read and reread the book so many times to get 
the text just right. 

Sheila Keenan and Charlie Kochman shared their comics 
expertise. 

Laura Mihalick and Jason Wells helped spread the word about 
El Deafo. 

Caryn Wiseman did many things behind the scenes 


with positive energy and a smile. 
New friend T.W. read the afterword and offered 
suggestions to make it better. 
Emily Hemphill patiently posed for reference 
photos wearing the Phonic Ear and my old overalls. 
Superfriends Madelyn Rosenberg and Mary 
Crockett Hill provided encouragement, a little 
extra PR, and a lot of extra laughs. 


Amazing book people Raina Telgemeier, Tony DiTerlizzi, R. J. 
Palacio, Laura Given, and Travis Jonker read El Deafo early on, 
blurbed it, and filled me with relief. 

And a lot of people inspired the book: 

Martha Chadwick, who continues to be a true friend and 
soul mate. 

Mike Miller, who really was that nice to me. 

Emma Knight, who is my oldest friend. 

Several other childhood friends, who upon reading this book 
might recognize bits and pieces of themselves. They might also think 
that they have been grossly misrepresented by my kid memories. | 
purposely changed their names because | know | wasn't always fair 
to them, in childhood or in this book. | hope they forgive me. 

The neighborhood kids on Broad Street, who included me in 
lots of fun and games. 

My classmates at Fisher School, who probably have similar 
stories to tell, and our teacher, Dorn Scherer, a kind soul who taught 
us the basics of lip-reading. 

My teachers at Academy Street School апа G.W. Carver 
Elementary School, who happily wore my microphone and treated 
me like all their other students. 

The folks at Phonic Ear, who created the “school aid” that 
gave me superpowers. 

Audiologists Michael Ridenhour and Dick Hawkins, who out- 
fitted me with my first hearing aids. 

The doctors and nurses at MCV, who helped me get better. 

Ashley and Sarah, who are outstanding siblings and possibly 
the funniest people | know. 


Mom and Dad, who made а! the tough decisions during what 
must have been а tricky time in their lives. | wish | had better words 
than “thank you” to express how grateful | am to both of you. 

С апа O, who bring me joy every day. 


And Tom Angleberger, who is my truest friend of all. 


Сесе Bell has written and illustrated several books 
for children, including the Geisel Honor book Rabbit 
& Robot: The Sleepover. She lives in Virginia with her 


husband, Tom Angleberger. 


“Full of warmth, humor, апа superpowered 
strength, El Deafo is an absolute treat.” 
— Рата Telgemeier, author of Smile 


STARTING AT A NEW SCHOOL is scary, even more 


so with a giant hearing aid strapped to your chest! At her old 
school, everyone in Cece’s class was deaf. Here she is different. 
She is sure the kids are staring at the Phonic Ear, the powerful aid 
that will help her hear her teacher. Too bad it also seems certain to 
repel potential friends. 
Then Cece makes a startling discovery. With the Phonic Ear 
she can hear her teacher not just in the classroom, but anywhere 
her teacher is in the school—in the hallway ... т the teacher's 
lounge ... іп the bathroom! This is power. Maybe even 
superpower! Сесе is on her way to becoming Е! 
Deafo, Listener for All. But the funny thing about 
being a superhero is that it's just another way of feeling 
different... and lonely. Can Cece channel her powers into 
finding the thing she wants most, a true friend? 
This funny, perceptive graphic novel memoir about growing up 
deaf is also an unforgettable book about growing up, and all the 
super and super embarrassing moments along the way. 


"Even with a hearing aid 
turned off, you hear Сесе 5 
universal plea for acceptance, 
friendship, and happiness 
through honest words and 
deftly drawn pictures.” 

— Tony DiTerlizzi, 
co-creator of The 

O Spiderwick Chronicles 


CECE BELL has 
written and illustrated 
several books for children, 
including the Geisel Honor book 
Rabbit & Robot: The Sleepover. 
She lives in Virginia with 
her husband, author 
Tom Angleberger. 
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